Introduction
Steptoel stated: "Laparoscopic sterilization in trained hands is a safe, rapid, simple procedure which causes a minimal disturbance to patients of only a few hours." And, "In over 3000 laparoscopies we have had to explore the abdominal wall for bleeding on only two occasions, and for intra-abdominal bleeding only once."
The Medical Defence Union in its 1971 Report2 stated: "Several accidents during laparoscopic sterilization have been reported to the Union." One of these was fatal and settlement of the claim cost the union £11 153. The 1972 Report3 stated: "Seven cases of serious complications following laparoscopic sterilization were reported to the Union. Two of these ended fatally." The 1973 Report4 expressed concern at the continuing reports of mishaps during laparoscopic sterilization. "Mishaps include burning of the bowel, ureter and other structures as well as direct trauma to major vessels." Also reported to the Medical Defence Union have been direct burns to the abdominal wall and cardiac arrest during insufflation of the gas.
We estimate that for every complication reported to the Medical Defence Union there must be at least 20 which are never brought to their notice. We agree with Steptoe that diagnostic laparoscopy is a safe procedure but that in the "trained hands" of ordinary gynaecologists like ourselves sterilization with the laparoscope has not proved to be the rapid, safe procedure which the experts would have us believe it to be.
Perhaps in the days of medical audit our true "level of incompetence" will be determined.
The views expressed here are our own. There are three gynaecological teams at Hope Hospital. Two have given up laparoscopic sterilization for the reasons mentioned above, though the use of the instrument as a diagnostic tool has increased. The third unit continues to use the instrument for both purposes. Thoracic Wounds A chest drain is inserted into one or both pleural cavities when obvious penetration by a bullet has occurred or when there is any clinical evidence of blood or air in the pleural cavity. An
